FACT SHEET:

College in Prison Benefits California
College in Prison Makes Us Safer
• More than 95% of the state’s prison population will return home but recidivism rates remain high, with
more than 60% rearrested within two years.1
• Students in prison who participate in correctional education have 43% lower odds of recidivating after
release than those who do not. 2 The numbers improve even more for college courses: incarcerated
students in college programs have 51% lower odds of recidivating as compared to those in other education.3
• Prison yards with college courses report reduced violence and a safer work environment for
corrections staff.

College in Prison Saves Us Money
• For every $1 invested in correctional education, research shows a return of $4 to $5.4
• California taxpayers pay an average of $70,812 a year for each person incarcerated in a state prison.5
• In contrast, state revenue needed to support a full-time California community college student is only
slightly more than $5,000 a year.6
• Almost 4,500 prisoners are currently enrolled in face-to-face community college in prison, with
continued high demand and waiting lists. Changing the trajectory of even half of those students by
reducing their likelihood of recidivating could save our communities and the state millions of dollars.

College in Prison Builds the State’s Economy
• Students in prison who receive an education are more likely to find employment upon release,
transforming them from “offenders” into taxpayers and community leaders.7
• College-educated workers are critical to the state’s economy; it is estimated that by 2030 the state will
be 1.1 million workers short of demand for workers with a bachelor’s degree.8
• Incarcerated students in California are doing as well or better than their on-campus counterparts, with
high grades and educational enthusiasm. Student feedback and social science research indicates that
their success is due, at least in part, to the availability of face-to-face courses.9
• Credentials and degrees earned by incarcerated and formerly incarcerated students have a powerful
intergenerational impact on families and communities, increasing social mobility for generations to come.
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